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CIRCULAR NO. OT-49-A 
IN EFFECT AS OF JUNE 1, 2013 

 
PROCEDURES FOR NOTIFICATION OF OPERATING PERSONNEL IN CONNECTION  

WITH THE MOVEMENT OF FRA DEFECTIVE FREIGHT CARS HOME FOR REPAIR 

To The Members: 

Paragraph (a)(2) of Part 215.9 – Movement of Defective cars for repair, Railroad Freight Car Safety Standards, 
provides that a railroad freight car which has components defective under FRA Regulations may be moved for repair only 
after: 

“(2) The person in charge of the train in which the car is to be moved is notified in writing and informs all 
other crew members of the presence of the defective car and the maximum speed and other restrictions 
determined under paragraph (a)(1)(ii) of this section.  A copy of the railroad’s ‘bad order tag or card’ 
contained this information may be used for this purpose.” 

All foreign cars with FRA defects moving home for repairs should be accompanied by a non-revenue waybill.  
Such waybill should bear the prominent notation "FRA DEFECTIVE CAR MOVING FOR REPAIR – Part 215.9”, showing 
all major defects and any restrictions governing the movement of the car.  The person designated under Section 215.15 
must show the maximum speed and other restrictions for safely conducting the movement of such a defective car in a 
train.  This information must be shown on the waybill, as well as the shop card attached to the car.  In order to bring the 
required written notice into strict, technical compliance with the regulations, the words “Normal Freight Train Speed” must 
be shown on these documents if no speed restriction is required for the safe movement of the car.  It is assumed that 
each railroad which wishes to reinspect such defective cars will make the necessary arrangements to do so upon receipt 
in interchange to assure itself that the current written restrictions are appropriate for that railroad’s operation.  Complete 
routing should be furnished for interline movements.  A sample waybill is reproduced on the reverse side. 

Carriers may modify these guidelines to cover local and other movements of FRA defective shop cars restricted to 
their own lines. 

On behalf of the Safety & Operations Management Committee acting as the OT General Committee. 

By direction of, 
Nichole Fimple  
AVP Business Services/Executive Dir. Rules and Standards  
Association of American Railroads 
 

Cc:  Chief Mechanical Officers (YA) 

Supercedes Circular OT-49, dated February 10, 1975 

NOTE:  A waybill sample form is to be attached. AAR Railway Accounting Rules, Freight Mandatory Rule 16 
prescribes that all empty privately-owned cars shall move in accordance with Form UFC 6000-M (Uniform Freight 
Classification).  
 
 
Legal Disclaimer  
Any actions taken in reliance on or pursuant to this Circular are subject to Railinc’s Terms of Use, as set forth in 
https://public.railinc.com/terms-use, and all applicable AAR rules. 
 

https://public.railinc.com/resources/national-tariffs/ufc-6000-m
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