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What is Equipment Advisory?
• The Equipment Advisory System replaced the Early Warning System. 
• Equipment Advisory serves as a single source for accurate, up-to-date 
notice data, and enables easy inspection and repair reporting.

• It includes features such as email alerts on notice events and detailed 
transaction log queries.
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What is Equipment Advisory?
• It provides a method for the rail industry to identify mechanical 
problems on rail equipment which could impede the safe movement or 
handling of the equipment.

• The system is a web-based application that allows the AAR staff a 
graphical interface to:

• Create advisories
• Issue supplements to advisories
• Assign equipment to advisories
• Report inspections and repairs for equipment
• Perform queries of advisories and equipment
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Advisory Types
• Equipment Advisories created by AAR/MxV Rail with input from 
industry:

• Equipment Instructions (EI)
• ABT, Reflectorization
• Most current EW/MAs

• Special Handling (SH)
• Tank car overdue for compliance
• Test cars requiring action, approved waiver
• Car approaching end of life status

• Informational Notice (IN)
• DDCT 
• Test cars requiring no action
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Severity
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• An advisory can hold multiple severity levels:
• XX – Restricted at interchange
• A1 – Cause for attention at any time 
• A2 – Cause for attention when car is on shop or repair track for any 

reason 
• A3 – AAR Defined
• A9 – Information only

• Equipment Instruction (EI):
 A3, A2, A1, XX  

• Special Handling (SH):
A3, A2, A1, XX

• Informational Notice (IN):
 A9
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Escalation Types
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• 3 Methods of Escalation:
• Duration

• Cars may escalate based on specified time period.  In this case all cars will 
escalate individually based on the date assigned a Severity Code.

• Interval
• A specified number of cars may be escalated at defined intervals.

• Replenish
• Cars may be escalated based on a specified number of cars allowed to be 

assigned to a Severity Code.
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Location
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• Equipment Advisory allows the ability to relay location related 
information in the following steps:

• Create Advisory
• Location on car is optional when creating an advisory

• CRB Locations
• Component Tracking

• Report Inspection
• Multiple locations inspected/repaired may be reported for an individual car
• Advisory will remain assigned to equipment until all mandatory locations are 

reported
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Equipment Advisory User Roles
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Query Equipment
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Query Equipment
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Query Equipment – Advisory Numbers
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Query Equipment
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Query Equipment
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Query Advisories
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Query Advisories
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Query Advisories
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Query Advisories
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Query Advisories
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Query Advisories – Advisory View
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Query Advisories – Advisory View

22



© 2025 Railinc. All Rights Reserved

Query Advisories – Advisory View
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Questions?
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Q: How do I close an IN-3000, IN-3001, IN-3002, IN-3003, or IN-
3004?

A: An IN-3000, 3001, 3002, etc. is opened when an incident in DDCT is 
created. The car will remain on the IN advisory until the incident in 
DDCT is closed.
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Questions?
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Q: How do I back out an inspection I reported in Equipment 
Advisory?
A: To remove an inspection access the "Query Transaction Log" 
function in Equipment Advisory. Search by Equipment ID for the 
inspection that removed the equipment from the original advisory. 
When the equipment appears in the results window, check the box in 
the "Select" column and click on "Rollback Transaction" on the bottom 
right of the screen. This will re-associate the equipment with the 
advisory. PLEASE Note: Only the user who originally reported that 
inspection has the ability to rollback the transaction.
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Report Inspections
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Report Inspections
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Report Inspections
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Report Inspections
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Report Inspections
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Report Inspections
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Query Transaction Log
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Query Transaction Log
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Query Transaction Log
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Rollback Transaction
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Rollback Transaction
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Rollback Transaction
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Rollback Transaction
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Configure Notifications
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Configure Notifications
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Configure Notifications
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Configure Notifications
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Configure Notifications
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Configure Notifications
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What’s New?
• EI-0001: Cars Due or Overdue for Periodic Air Brake Testing

• XX severity level was added to the advisory in August 2024
• Cars have been escalating to the XX severity level based on AAR defined criteria
• There are currently ~21,000 cars assigned to the XX severity level for EI-0001

• Equipment that have the XX severity levels will be restricted at 
interchange
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Helpful Tips
• You can search for a range or group of cars by using a hyphen for a range, or 

commas between multiple car numbers.
• Ex: RAIL1-100 or RAIL1, RAIL2, RAIL3

• You can enter multiple cars on the “Report Inspections” screen.
• You can export any of your searches in Equipment Advisory to a CSV at no cost to 

you.
• The “Toggle Adv. Search” button on query pages will allow you to search using 

Umler data, such as Umler Owners or Maintenance Parties.
• If you have access to multiple MARKs, you can switch between MARK access at 

any time by clicking the MARK next to your user ID in the top right corner of the 
page. 

• The “Count” feature on search pages will provide you a count of the results that 
will be returned after you run a query.
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Deleting Cookies and Cache Using 
Ctrl + Shift + Del

Google Chrome Microsoft Edge Mozilla Firefox
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Railinc.com Product Page
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• Equipment Advisory Product Page

https://public.railinc.com/products-services/equipment-advisory-system
https://public.railinc.com/products-services/equipment-advisory-system
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User Guide
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• Equipment Advisory User Guide

https://public.railinc.com/sites/default/files/documents/UG_EquipAdvisory.pdf
https://public.railinc.com/sites/default/files/documents/UG_EquipAdvisory.pdf


Equipment Advisory Survey
September 8th – September 22nd
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@Railinc /railinc /railinc1 www.railinc.com

Railinc Keeps You Moving.
Jennifer Collins, Product Support II

Railinc Customer Success
877-724-5462

csc@railinc.com
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